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a girl born here shouldn't hope for such adventures. Once I went
down with my teacher and classmate on the long mountain path to
the town, over seven or eight miles, to see the stagecoach come."
"Huh."
"But I know Tokyo and Kyoto—they're in our schoolbooks. Kyoto
is the ancient capital and Tokyo is the new one. O-Tenshi-$ama, the
Emperor, and the Empress, many other high people, the Prime Min-
ister and other Ministers, the Generals and Admirals live there. Have
you ever seen any of those big men? When I was in school my teacher
used to tell me the Premier was General Katsura. I suppose you
didn't know that. After I quit school that Premier gave up his job,
so I don't know any other statesmen." Looking earnestly at Saionji,
she asked: "What did you come over here for? Do you have rheu-
matism? This hot spring is terribly good for that ailment."
"Huh, a little, and I want to rest here. I like this place because
you people are kind and it is pretty and quiet."
"Oh, we are all good people and the town is lovely all through
the year. Did you see the sights? The houses are all on the slope and
the river runs at the foot of the slope. If you climb up this hill you'll
find the Ikaho Shrine," she said impetuously. "Did anybody tell you
how high this hot spring is, Go-inky o-san?"
"Huh, do you know, Ume? What is the elevation above sea level?"
"That's it, that's the word that slipped out of my mind. It's twenty-
one hundred feet. We've got to remember everything there is here
so we can tell the customers, you see."
"Huh, huh."
"Ume! Ume!" The innkeeper's voice called her. As she went out of
the room, she added: "Did you hear the robin twittering? It's lovely.
Fll tell you more when I come to serve you supper. Can you read
newspapers? We get the Tokyo morning paper in the evening. If you
want me to, I can borrow it for you from the counter. Big Sister
reads love stories and so forth, but she skips the first page. That's
too hard for her—for me too."
"u-m-e!" Another call. The girl rushed out.
When the maid later brought the simple meal, she had recalled what-
ever information she had omitted before.
"Do you know, Go-inky o-san, that this hot spring fe one of the
most famous?" She beamed with importance.
"Huh." Saionjfs hand with the chopsticks rested on his: Ia£ for-i,
moment. "You seem to know so much."

